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Adopter Information

May 3, 2021



The Wolf Creek Trail of the Adena
Trace, one of the most remote and 
secluded trails in Indiana, is a 
favorite of many Hoosier hikers!
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Its isolation and ruggedness  
make it a particularly 
rewarding experience for 
physically fit volunteers up 
to the challenge of keeping 
it maintained.  

THANK YOU FOR VOLUNTEERING!

JOIN OUR EFFORTS TO KEEP IT MAINTAINED!
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Maintenance of the west side of the Adena
Trace, the Wolf Creek Trail, is very 
physically challenging and strenuous, 
compared to most Adopt-a-Trail programs.  

ADENA ADOPTER - CAUTION

The shortest section involves a 6.6 mile 
out-and-back hike, which is a lot when you 
are also doing maintenance along the 
stretch!  

Additionally, the trail is extremely 
remote, having no road crossings 
throughout its 12-mile span.  Access to 
emergency personnel can take hours 
due to its remoteness and few access 
options.  



ADENA & HHC -
NOT A TYPICAL ADOPT-A-TRAIL

● Difficult access, 
long, rugged 
distances

● Adopters must 
be very fit

● Adopters must 
be willing to 
travel to trail
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● Fewer, but 
carefully selected 
Adopters

● Longer sections 
with fewer 
responsibilities

● Lower frequency
● Multiple people 

assigned to the 
same section
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• Causeway to Wolf Creek
• 7.2 miles out and back
• 3.6 miles one-way

SPRING WILDFLOWERS
SECTION

WOODLAND STREAMS
SECTION

GIANT OAKS SECTION

SCENIC VIEWS SECTION

• Midway to Wolf Creek
• 7.0 miles out and back
• 3.5 miles one-way

• Midway to Battle Point
• 6.6 miles out and back
• 3.3 miles one-way

• Dam to Battle Point
• 6.6 miles out and back
• 3.3 miles one-way



ADOPTER RESPONSIBILITIES
AT LEAST TWICE PER YEAR COVER ENTIRE ASSIGNED SECTION

1. Trim

2. Kick and drag sticks and branches 
off the trail

3. Report to HHC downed trees or any issue that 
makes hiking or navigation difficult 
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Other helpful things:
 Pick up any trash (there usually is little to none)

 Weed-whack any nettles (some sections have a few 
patches in summer)

 Optional:  Bring a folding handsaw to remove 
smaller limbs or trees obstructing the trail

…WHICH MAY TAKE MANY TRIPS!



ADOPTER INSTRUCTIONS

Waivers:   You and every person in your party must 
complete and send to us your DNR and HHC waivers, 
annually, for each calendar year
 You can sign, scan, and email them to HHC
 Or you can snail mail them (see HHC website for address)
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Reporting:   After each workday, please email us:
 Date
 Names of those that worked
 Hours worked
 Location of any downs that are difficult to get around

HHC email:  HoosierHikersCouncil@gmail.com
HHC website:  HoosierHikersCouncil.org

mailto:HoosierHikersCouncil@gmail.com
https://www.hoosierhikerscouncil.org/


HIKING LIST
• Carry lots of water and snacks.  It might be the most 

remote trail in Indiana!  There are no road crossings, 
structures, or access points on the entirety of your section. 
• Because of the length, strenuous terrain, and 

remoteness, we recommend bringing a whistle and a 
flashlight.   
• Hunting is allowed in the area, so wear hunter’s blaze 

orange during hunting seasons
• For safety, work in groups of 3 or more

• Bring a map and compass.  Even though you could 
always follow the lake shore back, it could take a 
long time if you lose the trail!
• Bring leather-palmed gloves

• Bring rain gear
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HIKING LIST (CONTINUED)

• Bring a cell phone for safety.  Service is sparse along the 
trail, but there may be a signal at times, depending on 
your provider
• Bring a small trash bag in case there is garbage along 

your section  
• Bring clippers for the most important part of trail 

maintenance.  Clip anything that is in the trail, or 
about to be in the trail within a year.  
• In summer, for some sections, a folding handsaw 

works great as a weed-whacker to cut any painful 
nettles back from the trail
• Bring a first aid kit.  Remember that access to 

emergency personnel may take hours due to the 
remoteness of the trail and sparse cell service.  
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PLEASE DO NOT BRING…
• Power tools of any sort, i.e, no chainsaws, no 

power weed whackers, no mowers, etc.  
Only those authorized by the DNR can have these on the 
trail.  Please notify HHC of particularly large or difficult 
downs that require a cross-cut or chainsaw, so we can 
coordinate with the DNR to take them out!

• Paint, arrows, or signs of any sort
Only those authorized by the DNR can modify or add 
blazes, arrows, signs, or any other navigational aid.  
Please report issues to the HHC so we can work with 
the DNR to fix them!  

• Camping equipment
Camping is not allowed along the Wolf Creek Trail.  
There is a campground on the east side of the lake.
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FAQS

 What’s the difference between the Adena
Trace and the Wolf Creek Trail?   
The Wolf Creek Trail is the west portion of the Adena
Trace.  The Wolf Creek Trail is only the 10.7 mile section 
on the west side of the lake, built by HHC from 1998-
2002.  The Adena Trace is a 25 mile trail that loops 
around the southern part of Brookville Lake.  

 Why do you call us Adena Trace 
Adopters, when we are really Wolf 
Creek Trail Adopters?  
While Wolf Creek Trail Adopter is more fitting, we 
prefer to use the Adena Trace name, for the reason 
that it is more broadly familiar.



FAQS
 Why doesn’t this program cover the east 

side of the Adena Trace?  
The trail on the east side of the lake is not nearly as 
remote, rugged, and isolated as the west side.  This 
accessibility makes it much less challenging to 
maintain, and thus its needs are not as urgent at this 
time.  
Ironically, some of the things we like about the Wolf 
Creek, like its isolation, also make it difficult to 
maintain!

 Where can I park my vehicle when I 
maintain my section?     
There are only three DNR-approved parking locations.  
The HHC has posted Google maps of these three:  
https://www.hoosierhikerscouncil.org/adena-trail/

https://www.hoosierhikerscouncil.org/adena-trail/


FAQS

 How do I know where my section ends?  
You can look on page 5 of this slide set for the map 
showing each of the four total sections.  The Adena 
Trace page of the HHC website also has maps you can 
download for free, or gpx points.  

 About how long does it take to 
maintenance a section?  
This will vary greatly depending on how much clipping 
and clearing is needed.  Plan to be out 6-8 hours if you 
want to complete a significant portion of your section 
in one trip.  It is common for volunteers to plan to only 
maintenance half or a third of their section at a time, 
finishing it in several different trips.  

https://www.hoosierhikerscouncil.org/adena-trail/


FAQS
 There’s a lot of logs over the trail.  

How do I know which ones to report 
to HHC?    
HHC is most interested in those that could be very difficult for some 
hikers to get around, or those that make it hard to find the trail. 
Due to extremely limited resources, we have to greatly prioritize 
which downs we cut.
Remember: This program is not about reporting.  Hand clipping, 
dragging, and kicking sticks from the path are the key elements!  

 We’ve seen signs saying the Wolf Creek 
Trail is 16 miles long.  Is this right?  
No, it isn’t.  The trail is 10.7 miles long (although, 
we’ll admit it sometimes feels like 16 miles  ).  



FAQS

15

 What if I can’t complete my whole section 
in one day?   
Your section is necessarily long, because of limited trail 
access points.  Thus it is not uncommon to have to 
make several trips before a section’s maintenance is 
complete.  This is why the Adopter commitment is to 
clear less times a year than most similar programs.  

 What if I can’t meet the twice-per-
year minimum commitment to 
maintain my section?      
We understand life priorities change and you 
can’t always do what you wanted to do.  Just 
email HHC to let us know so we can re-assign 
your section.  



16

 Why can’t I bring my weed trimmer, 
mower, chainsaw, or other power 
tool to maintain my section?  
Power tools add extra safety risks to an already 
strenuous and difficult trail.  Only DNR-
authorized, trained, and experienced personnel 
can use them.  Additionally, because many 
residents live below the reservoir, there is a 
natural concern by them and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers when they see or hear the 
unexpected use of any powered engine, the 
sound of which carries far with the open lake 
nearby.  Use of power tools here involves a 
collaborative effort with the DNR land managers, 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the 
Brookville emergency personnel.  

FAQS



 The Midway Trail adds a lot of distance 
when hiking to my section.  Can I cut it 
off if I know how to navigate off-trail?  
It is important for the success of this program that you 
don’t.  There are a lot of private parcels speckled 
throughout the Army Corp and DNR land, and even 
some public parcels are leased to private parties.

FAQS

 Why do you recommend a minimum 
of three people?  
The Wolf Creek Trail is very remote and far away 
from roads or help.  If someone were to have 
injuries or medical issues, one is needed to stay 
with the person, and the other to go for help.  



FAQS
 Why can’t I add trail blazes or arrows

where needed?      
Only DNR-authorized personnel can do this.  This 
ensures new paths are not created, and that 
signage is consistent and robust.  Please report 
any trail navigational issues to HHC, so that we 
can work with the DNR to fix them!  

 Why isn’t camping allowed along the 
Wolf Creek Trail?   
While the ability to do this has historically varied, 
the current DNR rules do not allow it.  But there is 
a campground on the east side of the lake, along 
the Adena Trace loop.   



 Can I do my section in any season?  
Yes, most certainly!   If you can get your entire 
section trimmed at least twice a year, that’s a huge 
help, regardless of when you do it!   But if you are 
able to do it more than twice a year, that’s even 
better!

FAQS

We wish we could.  But the authorized resources that are 
trained, experienced, and fit enough to do the cutting are 
extremely limited, unpaid, and live far away from this area.  
Therefore, we have no choice but to focus on those that 
present the most challenge to hikers.  

 Why don’t you remove ALL downs, 
instead of just the ones that are 
more “difficult” for hikers?



 Why does it take so long to remove a 
downed tree that I reported?      
Because the volunteers authorized to cut are so limited 
and live far away, we generally wait until there is a certain 
amount within a region of the trail.  
We do keep careful, detailed records of all difficult downs 
reported by Adopters.  This is valuable information that 
greatly eases the burden of removing them.  

FAQS

 What are the qualifications to being an 
Adena Adopter?      
A positive attitude is the most important quality.  We are all 
here to have a good time and give back to the trails we 
love!    Additionally, adopters must be very fit and in good 
health, since all sections are long and strenuous.    



 Am I the only one assigned to my section?      
There could be others assigned.  Because each section 
is very long, remote, and the trail itself is far from most 
volunteers, it generally takes a team of people to keep 
any section well-maintained.  

FAQS

 Do I need to coordinate timing with others 
assigned to the same section?  
No, that is not necessary; you should pick the dates that 
are most convenient for you.   In Indiana, storms are 
frequent and plants grow fast!  No matter how much a 
section is trimmed, there is always more trimming and 
clearing to be done!  



ADENA ADOPTER RESOURCES

From the HHC Website, 
https://www.hoosierhikerscouncil.org/adena-trace-
adopter-page/:  
 Adena Trace Adopt-a-Trail Overview slide set
 DNR volunteer release form
 HHC volunteer release form

From the HHC Website, 
https://www.hoosierhikerscouncil.org/adena-trail/:
 Free download of trail gpx file
 Free download of topo maps
 Google maps showing the 3 trailhead locations 22

https://www.hoosierhikerscouncil.org/adena-trace-adopter-page/
https://www.hoosierhikerscouncil.org/adena-trail/
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