Tecumseh Trail Guide Book

Suzanne Mittenthal, January 2012
A. ACCESS TO TRAILHEADS.

1. Northern Trailhead.  The TT at present begins at the Morgan-Monroe State Forest Office. This is located on Forest Road, about 15 minutes south of Martinsville.  From Martinsville, drive south on U.S. 37 approximately 4 miles.  You will see forests on both sides of the highway; turn left at the large brown sign indicating a turn for the MMSF.  Follow the road to an intersection; this is Old State Road 37.  Turn right, and drive south to the large stone sign marking the MMSF entrance (to your left).  It’s 4.5 miles on a winding road to the office.  The trailhead is marked (across from the office building and next to the privy).

2. Southern Trailhead.  The last road crossing, at mile 39.2, provides parking for about 8 vehicles. It is used often by both hikers and locals, and no vandalism has been reported.  It is best reached from Belmont, a town on U.S. 46 with one motel midway between Bloomington and Nashville.  It’s about 15 minutes south from this point.   The road is marked as the way to reach the T.C. Steele historical site.  Follow the signs to T.C. Steele, continuing south to Monroe reservoir, a boat ramp, and beyond, as the road curves northward.  Just after the paving ends, you will see the TT trailhead and Handicapped Hunter parking area on your right. A graveled, gated road goes up the hill here, for use by handicapped hunters.  The TT crosses the road here.  [This gravel road is marked as Crooked Creek Rd. on U.S. 46, but is easily missed, even in those rare years when the sign is up.
B.  PARKING AT TRAILHEADS.

· Parking at the northern trailhead is in the Morgan-Monroe State Forest’s office parking lot.  Office phone # 765/342-4026.  Conservation officers patrol the area.

· The southern TT trailhead on Crooked Creek Rd. has a much-used parking area for hikers and hunters.  No problems in using this lot have occurred at any time in the past.  There are homes just down the road, and regular traffic on the road.  
C.  MAPS
     The HHC built many of the new miles of the Tecumseh Trail, completing their work in 2001.  We have produced a  topographic map (revised and greatly expanded in 2010) of the trail showing mileage and trailheads, available for $6.50 from the HHC {HHC, P.O.Box 1327, Martinsville, IN  46151}.   Check HHC website home page for details of this and other items for sale.  Usually maps are sent by return mail.  Maps are also often available at J.L. Waters outfitters in Bloomington.  You can get by with the MMSF property map if need be.  
      D.  EMERGENCY NUMBERS


MORGAN-MONROE STATE FOREST  765/342-4026.  Closed some week days in summer, but open Saturday.  Closed Saturdays in winter.


YELLOWWOOD STATE FOREST  812/988-7945.  Hours same as above.


CONSERVATION OFFICERS (state Dept. of Natural Resources law enforcement staff, from 7am to midnight):  Bloomington, 812/837-9536; Nashville, 812/988-9761.
      E. AREA (INEXPENSIVE) MOTELS and Resupply.

      1)  Hillview Motel (765/342-6272) is on the outskirts of Martinsville near the northern trailhead in Morgan-Monroe State Forest. It is located just off U.S. Rt. 37, at the junction of 37 and Rt. 39.  Restaurants and shopping nearby.

       2)  Hickory Shades Motel, at Belmont.  Offers a flat rate of $49/room, has communal kitchen, washer/dryer, perfect for thru-hikers of the TT.  The motel is quite near the Crooked Creek Trailhead (South) end of trail.  It is located on U.S. Route 46, midway between Bloomington and Nashville—about 8 mi in both directions.  The trail passes right in front of the motel.  It may help with a trail shuttle.  Info at:  812/988-4694 or website:  www.hickoryshadesmotel.com.  
      F.  SHUTTLE.   Possibly available from the motel at Belmont—call 812/988-4694?  You might also  try:  www.SnappyShuttle.com (t.napper@insightbb.com , which does a Knobstone Trail shuttle.  You can call Tim Napper at 812/620-0023).
G. CAMPING ALONG THE ROUTE:  PERMITTED AREAS.
· 0 miles.  M-MSF primitive campground (no shower), just north of office.  Fee area.
· 5—8 miles.  M-MSF Backcountry area.  Camp anywhere, 100 feet from creek or lake.
· 13.5 miles.  Fox Den Shelter, Lutheran Hills Church Camp easement.  AT-type shelter for use by all hikers, 6-8 spaces.  Overflow for tents in nearby woods.  Picnic table, fire ring.  Fires permitted, plenty of fuel in nearby woods, use care.  Clean up afterwards.  If there’s some litter, consider taking it with you, as it is a privilege to camp here on the Church Camp property!  
· 20 miles.  New camping area for trail users. After climbing Indian Hill Road, trail descends, and ascends to ridge top—location from this point south in camping area is marked with blue wands. At bottom of this area water is generally available in Plum Creek, only minutes from the allowed camping area.
· 27.7 miles.  Group camping area of Yellowwood State Forest. Grass, lake views (no shower). Fee area.  TEMPORARILY CLOSED,  THERE ARE CAMPSITES AVAILABLE AT THE NORTH END OF THE LAKE   

· 41.5 miles.  Panther Creek—boundary with Hoosier National Forest.  Camp anywhere in Hoosier National Forest property; (100 feet from water).  
H.  WATER ALONG THE TRAIL  - YOU SHOULD ASSUME POND AND LAKE WATER IS UNSAFE UNLESS TREATED.  IT MAY CLOG/RUIN FILTERS, and it’s hard to estimate how much chemical treatment it needs, so BOIL IT.  Most creek water is clear enough to be treated with filters with no problem.  Please note how the streams in the state and federal forests run clear, where watersheds have been preserved, in contrast to the muddy streams and rivers you pass on your way to the forest.  In dry years, streams dry up by July, and stay dry through September, and you may need to place water along the trail for your use.
WANT ADVICE ABOUT WATER AVAILABILITY?  IF IN DOUBT, CALL THE FOREST OFFICE THE WEEK BEFORE YOUR TRIP, FOR INFORMATION ABOUT HOW THE CREEKS ARE RUNNING LOCALLY:  765/342-4026 OR 812/988-7945. 
I.  NORTH OR SOUTH?

Starting in the north might be best for convenience of access to designated camping areas.  If you get a late start, you can camp legally anywhere in the MMSF Backcountry Area. This means anywhere in the area enclosed by Low Gap Road and the TT trail between the 5 and 8 mile mark as you turn south towards Bear Lake.  After that, there is the AT-type shelter at Mile 13.5 on the Lutheran Hills Church Camp easement section.  

The builders built the TT north to south, and tend to hike it that way.    A good way to do it GOING NORTH:  do the shuttle, camp overnight at Panther Creek, then start your hike north the next day.  Panther Creek is a 45-minute walk in from Crooked Creek Rd. One successful way of avoiding the car-shuttle shuffle is to do the trail Round Trip (RT).  If you are in good shape, it would be an easy week or less.  Don’t hesitate to call or write the HHC office for advice (765/349-0204).  

J.  TRAIL HIGHLIGHTS, LEGAL CAMPING AND WATER AVAILABILITY ALONG THE ROUTE (Miles given going South).  
0 miles -- Trailhead at Morgan-Monroe State Forest office—faucet on building wall near entrance.  Free Tecumseh Trail maps available in cabinet by door.
CAMPING  0 miles.  Just north of office; primitive sites, fee.  Register in office.
· Mi 1.6  Landram Ridge Parking Area & Trailhead.
· Mi 3.1 Rock Shelter—nice lunch stop, great icicles in winter; Nature Preserve.

· Mi 5.4 -- cross Low Gap Road and Honey Creek (post ’08 flood: one new FEMA, one MMSF staff & YHCC crew footbridge) Good water, only in pools in summer.   
· Mi 5--8  Watch the trees grow over the decades; area set aside in 1970s as Backcountry  area, similar to federal wilderness and so selected for inclusion in Tecumseh Trail route.  Designation as Backcountry area was removed in 2009 by the DNR Division of Forestry; “wilderness is just a fad of the 1970s”; logging is now planned here.
CAMPING 5—8 miles.  M-MSF Backcountry area.  Camp anywhere, 100 feet from water.  Registration not required.
· Mi 6 CCC Pine plantations along creek: everyone’s favorite campsite. Nice creek water at camp in pines, but usually dry in summer.
· Mi 8  Low Gap Trail/Tecumseh Trail split. TT goes right, following old logging road until the trail reenters the woods to the left.  
· 10.1 miles.  Bear Lake.  Good water all year, fishing.  Swimming not allowed.
· Mi 11.6.  Trail descends bluff on pioneer-era cut; trail crosses FEMA bridge (Eagle Scout built original bridge here; it was destroyed by the 2008 flood and replaced in 2010, due in good part to work of Jeremy Kolaks, now former DNR assistant property manager at MMYSF). 
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 Remains of pioneer tanning pond dam visible, location audible in spring as it fills with frogs, then HHC-built puncheon track through small swamp, wet all year from deep spring.  Daffodils at trailside here & elsewhere denote pioneer-era homestead, just before Richards Rd. crossing. 
 NOTE:  RICHARDS ROAD SHOWS ON SOME MAPS AS LOWER BEAR CREEK ROAD
11.8 miles.  Richards Road Creek.  Water, but near road, houses upstream.  
· Two short bridges built by Lutheran Hills Church Camp crew, & rebuilt by HHC crew after the 2008 flood.  Soon trail passes onto easement; please stay on trail.  
13.5 miles   Lutheran Hills creek.  Nice water, but not reliable in summer.  

· Mi 13.5  Foxes Den Shelter.  Sign (easy to miss from S), short access trails in both directions.  

CAMPING  13.5 miles.  Fox Den Shelter, Lutheran Hills Church Camp on easement.  AT-type shelter built by campers for Church Camp (usually 1st week in July) and the convenience of trail hikers.  AT-type shelter, 6-8  spaces.  Overflow for tents in nearby woods.  Picnic table, fire ring.  Fires permitted, plenty of fuel in. woods; use care.  Clean up afterwards.  If there’s some litter, consider taking it with you, as it is a privilege to camp here on Church Camp property!  Please do not hike on Church Camp service road.
· Mi15.2  Carmel Ridge Road.  Walk east (left) uphill.  Watch for forest service road with gate on right (room to park one car here; do not block track).  Follow service road into woods.     
17.4 miles  East Lost Branch; note marsh below.  
· Good water in stream, can be dry in summer. 

· Trail turns right at road, passes homes, follows road for .7 miles to safe highway crossing, before crossing busy U.S. 45. 

18.5 miles   Indian Hill Rd. & Bean Blossom Creek.  Water all year, can be muddy, drains big built-up area.  Trail crosses creek on concrete low ford/bridge after crossing railroad tracks. 

· Notorious Indian Hill Road climb; gravel, too steep for much traffic.  DNR bought land to east in 2009; alternate route? 

· Mi 19.1  At top of hill, trail turns off road, enters woods at gate on service road.  Parking area.
CAMPING—about mile 20.  After climbing Indian Hill Rd., trail descends, then ascends to ridge top—designated camping area begins here and is marked from this point south with blue wands. 

· Mi 21.0  “Dollsberry Junction.” TT goes SW (right, sign); local trail, marked by metal triangles, goes left (SE),  leading out to road and to convenience store and THE FIG TREE tavern/coffee bar at Helmsburg.  Live music on Thursday evenings.
21.1 miles   Plum Creek.  Nice water, can be dry in summer.   Plum Creek easement: STAY ON TRAIL.  Scenic, especially fine spring wildflowers, morels.  Notice memorial stone placed by the HHC. 
21.3 miles   Junction Indian Hill-Plum Creek-Salmeron Road.  Walk south on road past house, trail leaves road to cross a creek and goes immediately uphill.  Short Kneadmore Commune (1970s, now disbanded) easement to top of hill.  Trail then rejoins DNR land, leading to secluded valley; at one point follows side of defunct pioneer mill dam. 
23.1 miles  Lanam Ridge Road.  Turn left (east) to Y intersection and then right (south) on Dubois Ridge Road.  Trail reenters the woods to the right.
23.7 miles  Prang Pond.  Clean wildlife pond (not too soupy), good all year.  Side trail to the left goes past lake to trailhead parking. The section of trail south of the pond which was shared with Horse Trail Y has been relocated off “Y”.  It was built by the HHC, working with DNR summer Youth employment staff in 2010.  Trail follows beautiful ridges and creek bottoms, on frequent logging rotation.
· Mi 28.1  Trail crosses Yellowwood Lake Road;  parking lot, pioneer cemetery.

CAMPING  27.7 miles.  Group camp area, no established sites. Register ahead; fee. Tables and privy. GROUP CAMP IS TEMPORARILY CLOSED during lake de-silting.
· YSF office .8 mi south along road; with designated camp sites and water..

27.7-29.7 miles—Yellowwood Lake.  Lake water—half way to soup, but clean, and the fish like it.  Boil it—it won’t ruin your coffee.  They put chicory in coffee in the South….
· Mi 27.8—29.7  Scenic, peaceful section along lake, passes beaver dam, CCC-planted cypress.  Trail passes Lake dam and walks on gravel road before reentering the woods.

· Mi 29.8  High King Hill:  grand view of lake and miles of forest, finally descending on Scarce O’Fat Rd.    

33.9 miles  US 46.  Trail follows Rt. 46 to Belmont, motel; south towards T.C. Steele historic site (locally famous painter—worth visiting, soon by trail).  Immediately after creek, left onto Lower Schooner Rd.
35.1 miles Lower Schooner Creek.  Big-time creek drains/floods big farm, highway area.
· Mi 35.5—39.2  Enters forest again; easy pleasant miles on pioneer track/forest service road on ridge line.
· 37.5 miles (approx.)—small wildlife pond on right.

39.6 miles   Crooked Creek.  Good water all year, pools in summer.
· Mi 39.7  Trail reaches Crooked Creek Road, enters small pine plantation, then crosses road at parking area and official TT Trailhead,  which is also parking for handicapped hunters.  Go around gate and trail ascends to left.  At top of hill, on left is Wm. Stogsdill’s grave, 1866, reputedly buried away from family, because he died of a very contagious disease; beyond, on far side of ridge, remnant grove of Yellowwood trees (like beech, with compound leaves).  
41.5 miles   Panther Branch.  Good water all year from springs, forest watershed; pools in summer.
· Panther Creek; pioneer homestead. TECUMSEH TRAIL ENDS AT THE CREEK.  An unmaintained trail crosses creek, goes uphill on badly eroded old road.  This is the beginning of the Hoosier National Forest provisional Pioneer Trail route [see HHC Pioneer Trail databook].
· Mi 41.8  Border of Hoosier National Forest with Brown County State Park (fee area). Camping is legal approx. 200 yards downstream from the field where the TT crosses the Branch, on HNF land.  Hikers may legally hike and camp anywhere on federal forest lands..   
SHORTER/OUT & BACK OPTIONS

a. Back Country Loop:  called the Low Gap Trail, at Morgan-Monroe State Forest, starts at the TT trailhead (Mile 0), for a 10-mile loop.

b. Three Lakes Trail (11 miles, from lake adjacent to MMSF office).  Maps in cabinet by door.  
c. Yellowwood Lake Trail (Yellowwood State Forest); hike the TT alongside lake and keep going around lake for a 4.4-mile hike (from dam, at Mi 29.7, or from Forest Office).  Can be combined with adjacent Scarce O’Fat trail up to High King Hill, for an additional 4.7-mile circuit

