PIONEER TRAIL construc-
= tion has halted on easement
trails for Hunting Season.

Work will resume in Spring. But
the dedication of the Pioneer

| Trail Monument for Washington
County donors of funds and ease-
ments was a good occasion for some
publicity in the Salem Leader, the
regional newspaper. Photo at left:

N Paul Carmony, Oak Heritage Con-
servancy Board member, Rose Anna
Stout, who with her late husband Joe
provided one of the first trail ease-
ments in Washington Co., Suzanne Mittenthal, HHC exec. dir., and Jack
Mahuron, mover and shaker in community projects all over Washington Co.,
who helped arrange the donation of the .5 acre site where the monument
stands.

SPARKSVILLE PARK UPDATE:

POTTY PLANNING

Having a sit-down enclosed potty, of all
the new-fangled amenities, will really
present appropriate comfort for this little
community trailside park. In photo at left:
Ed Lizewski, Robert and Nancy Martinez,

are standing in front of the outdoor sani-
tary facility at Beck's Mill. It was built by | THE PIONEER MILES ADD UP (approx):

Beck’s M|” Friends, and W|” serve as the Brown‘ \]ackson’ Washinqton Co. miles %

prototype for the facility Robert will be Hoosier National Forest 17.5 30.6%

building in Sparksville. It uses the tough | Jackson-Washington State Forest 6.1 10.6%

fiberglass innards of a porta-potty, se- Easement trail miles, recorded, built

cured to a cement floor, with cedar sur- Eg‘:&‘gﬁ; ';:ﬁgpgzg%ﬁgse)d 18-‘11 ig-ng
H . . (1]

round. The works are being donated by Easements still needed/Road walk 13.2 23.1%

Best Way Waste Disposal, funded by a _Country lanes: gravel, no through traffic,
donation from Wal-Mart of Seymour. rural, tree-lined 38  6.6%

Total Trail Miles 57.1. 100%

TOTAL PIONEER TRAIL MILES This ta-
ble was updated from Pete Banta’s GPS of the
Pioneer Trail, September 2011. The granite trail-
side monument commemorating PT donors in
Washington County is in place on Haleysburg
Road. Pete has used the GPS to provide a beauti-
ful map of the Pioneer Trail. Look for it on the HHC
website! More easements and official HHN trail
installation are needed before it can be published.

PIONEER TRAIL PLANS FOR 2012 There are three main sections
of easement trail left to connect in Jackson and Washington Counties. All
the property owners in these areas have been contacted. Some agreements
have been concluded, and in many cases, provisional trail routes have been
laid out and surveyed with a GPS. Several are ready for the Surveyor. An
effort will be made to finalize all these arrangements in the coming year. ltis
an exciting, though daunting, prospect. Provisional trail routes on two size-
able state properties have been identified and formally proposed to the ap-
propriate DNR authorities. Obstacles have arisen, postponing the construc-
tion process, but hikers are welcome to walk the routes to check them out.
This should be an exciting year. Is there light at the end of the tunnel?

r TECUMSEH TRAIL EXTENSION TO
A" NORTH COULD ADD 7 MILES TO 140-

. MILE KNOBSTONE Taking a break from scout-
e tenisis 5 A l ing an exploratory trail route on a potential easement
SoAY sETEMEER 26, 2004 - TNy o - o+ o - 1€ Martinsville are Mark Stuttgen, Martinsville, and

B Ed Lizewski, now of Eugene, Oregon (photo right). To §
Crty could be gateway the left is a copy of a front-page news article from the

to Knobstone Trail  \rtinsville Reporter-Times about that easement, from ¢
- — 2004. The easement, if donated, will really bring the
trail to the city, and would put Martinsville on the
state’s recreational map. Mark and his wife Joanne
are part of a project to promote the development of
public amenities in the city. Residents have greeted
the HHC’s Nash Park Trail with enthusiasm. A Trail-
head at the edge of town would create a legacy, serv-
ing hikers both locally and statewide..




