Adena Trace Guide & Data Book   (MAY 2010)

     
TIPS:

1. The office number is 765/647-2657.  

2. Challenge/Ability Levels:  the trail has a fair bit of elevation gain/loss, and usually takes hikers longer than they expect to hike it.  Disregard the sign saying the trail is 16 miles long.  It is just under 12 miles long.
3. Water availability:  Streams dry up along the trail between June-September, but the lake water can be used. 

4. Camping:  camping on the Wolf Creek side of the reservoir is permitted for groups proposing to do some trail monitoring or brushing.  So put a handsaw or clippers in your pack, & register your intentions at the property HQ on the east side, and clear out any branches, brush that you encounter along the way.  Eventually the DNR will approve the area as official “Backcountry” and camping will be allowed any where on the west side.  You don’t have to spend hours at this task—just be the good Samaritan and fix that one blowdown mess you do encounter so you and others can get around it too.

SUGGESTED TRIPS:

1. ONE DAY:  12 MILES.    With a car shuttle, park a car at the SPILLWAY parking lot, start up at the Causeway and walk south.  

2. LEISURELY TWO DAY Backpack:  Do the above in 2 days, & stop to smell the wildflowers!

3. Two Day, 24 miles.  The safest bet is to arrive Friday night, camp at the official Brookville campground, and start from there.  Hike COUNTER-CLOCKWISE to a point opposite, and camp, near Wolf Creek, No Name Creek, or up on the bluff in the big beech grove half a mile beyond No Name.  Then lug your gear all the way around back to the campground.  

4. Three Day, 24 miles.  Leave your car at the Fairfield Causeway, hike in COUNTER-CLOCKWISE to the same camp area as above, or to the next inlet crossing, or the inlet before Battle Point Bluff.  Battle Point is a great place to camp if you have water (bring some containers so you can purify some at an earlier good source).  Day 2:  hike to the official campground on the east side of the lake.  Day 3:  hike around to your car on the causeway.


Building the Trace was a major project of the HHC in the years 1996-2001.  At the same time, the HHC was building the Tecumseh Trail....  The first three years were spent in constructing the Wolf Creek trail:  eight or nine work weekends per year! The entire first year was spent just scouting the route to see if a trail could be built.  No truly acceptable solution was found for one section—at Salt Creek--until the next year.  The second year was spent in benching/shaping the trail tread.  The third year was spent in building all the technical rock crossings/turns around the steep ravines near the property line, where our usual methods of contour ascents/descents were unavailable.  The fourth year was spent in building the “Woodland Trail” on the east side, to replace the old paved “Scenic Drive” section, in order to make the circuit hikable.     Time was also spent updating some of the other old trails on that side.


  I THINK IT IS ONE OF THE NICEST TRAILS IN INDIANA!  A MARVEL FOR MORELS AND WILDFLOWERS IN SPRING... AND FOSSILS AT EVERY TINY RAVINE  & STREAM CROSSING.  WHEN WE HAD FINISHED BUILDING IT, I CHECKED WITH MY HHC FRIENDS/COLLEAGUES.  WE ALL HAD ALMOST THE SAME 4-5 FAVORITE PLACES ALONG THE "WOLF CREEK" SIDE.  BATTLE POINT WAS ONE, ANOTHER PLACE WE CALLED OAK HILL (ALMOST TO THE DAM), AND THE OLD HOMESTEAD & BLUFF BEFORE YOU REACH WOLF CREEK.  .....  AS "NO NAME" CREEK HAD NO NAME, AND IT WAS SUCH A NUISANCE TO CROSS, AND WE OFTEN WALKED IN TO IT FROM THE ROAD WAY ABOVE ON THE WEST SIDE, WE HAD TO REFER TO IT SOMEHOW, SO STARTED USING "NO NAME," AND IT STUCK.  WHEN WE MADE THE MAP, I PUT "NO NAME" ON THE MAP, AS I HAD HEARD OF HIKERS BEING CONFUSED ABOUT IT...

